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HANDWRITING: ANATOMY OF A COLLABORATIVE ASSESSMENT/INTERVENTION MODEL, by
Erhardt, R. P. and Meade, V. Stillwater, MN: PDP Press,Inc., 2005, spiralbound, 150 pp., illustrated,
0962370371, $45.

This book focuseson occupationaland physical therapyassessmenand interventionfor individuals with
handwritingdifficulties, with an emphasison the collaborativeaspectbf theintervention.The book usesa case
study formatto takethe readerthroughthe entire procesdrom thefirst interviewto follow-up. Throughoutthe
book, the authors share their personalthoughts and dialogue that demonstrateboth their individual anc
collaborativereasoningTheindividual, hisfamily, andotherprofessionalénvolvedin the casestudy completethe
case with their own voices and opinions.

This book is not intendedto be used as a resourcean assessingand treating children with handwriting
difficulties. While the authorsdraw from biomechanical,perceptual-motorand sensoryintegrationtheoretica
approacheso developtheir treatmentprogram,it is the processof the interventionratherthanthe contentthat is
emphasizedActivities arelisted in the appendix;however,they are limited to thosethat were used in this
particular treatment program.As such, the book may not be of much value to therapistslooking for new
intervention ideas in an existing practice.

Throughoutthe book, the connectiorbetweerthe child’s posturalcontroland his handwritingis highlighted,
and physicaltherapistsnew to this clinical population and areaof practicewill find it particularlyenlightening
Likewise, both occupationaland physical therapistswishing to adopt a more collaborative model with this
population will be well-served.The book is easyto read,with good use of tablesand chartsto summariz:
information. Photographsreusedto demonstratéhe treatmentactivitiesandhelp personalizehe casestudy,while
interestingtips arelaid outthroughoutthetext. While thethoughtsand dialogueareattimesa little stilted, they
do highlight the clinical reasoning that takes place, and provide for some of the more interesting reading.

Theauthorsalsoprovide agoodoverviewof the literaturepertainingto variousaspectof handwritingaswell
asanexcellentsectionon the varioustheoriesusedto explain handwritingdifficulties. In the appendixthe author:
havealsoincludedaninterestingsectionon differentlearningstylesandthe teachingstrategie®ne canusefor eact
of thesestyles.Finally, thereis an extensivdist of referencesA chapteris devotedto describearesearchstudyin
which the effectivenessof their particular treatmentprogram was evaluated.This chapter, however,is not
particularlyrelevantto the restof the book, and doesnot really provide additional usefulinformation. Sincethe
evaluatednterventionprogramis basedon morethan onetheoreticalapproachijt becomedifficult to determin
specifically what was being evaluated.But this chapterput aside, the book readswell with the material well-
organizedfrom beginningto end. In conclusionthe book shouldbe of interestto all therapistsworking with
childrenwith handwritingdifficulties. It will, however,be primarily valuablefor physicaltherapistsnewto this
clinical population and for those interested in developing a similar collaborative model.
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